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For this is the will of God, your sanctification (1 Thessalonians 4:3)

Hebrews 10:32-39 - But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great
struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and
partly while you became companions of those who were so treated; for you had compassion on me in my
chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring
possession for yourselves in heaven. Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great reward.
For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may receive the promise:
“For yet a little while,

And He who is coming will come and will not tarry.

Now the just shall live by faith;

But if anyone draws back,

My soul has no pleasure in bim.”

But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

Sometimes it seems we forget the promise that lies ahead. We get stuck in a rut where we no longer really
passionately desire to learn and grow; we seem to have lost our spark. Maybe we just get distracted by other
things, and devote less to God. Has this ever happened to you? We get stuck in the doldrums, so to speak,
and sometimes it's hard to get out of that place. It may even lead us away from God. Luckily He receives us
back joyfully. Sometimes, we need endurance.

Hebrews 12:1-3 - Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares #s, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider Him
who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your
souls.

At times we do lose heart and at times we fall short of His glory. Do not bear that burden of guilt, but lay
aside the weight that pulls us under, for Christ has borne it all and saved us from drowning. Sometimes these
things unexpectedly come upon us as we let our faith slip away. The best thing we can do is prevent this
from occurring. But how do we do that? If we knew when the thief was coming, certainly we would take
guard and prevent his theft, right? Likewise, we know that Satan tries to steal our souls, but if we are
prepared, he can do us no harm. Do not wait for trials to come upon you, but be prepared beforehand, that
you may win the battle through Christ.

Galatians 6:9-10 - And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not

lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the
household of faith.

Focus on serving others as Christ and His apostles gave example. When we are selfless, it is hard for us to
grow weary or lose heart. Let's commit to presenting ourselves as servants to our brothers and sistets.



Hebrews 6:10-12 - For God 7 not unjust to forget your work and labor of love which you have shown
toward His name, 7z #hat you have ministered to the saints, and do minister. And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope until the end, that you do not become sluggish, but
imitate those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.

Again we are warned against losing that diligence. Through faith and patience we can continue in these
things.

Revelation 2:1-7 - “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, These things says He who holds the seven
stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden lampstands: “I know your works, your
labort, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they are
apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have persevered and have patience, and have
labored for My name’s sake and have not become weary. Nevertheless I have #his against you, that you have
left your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I
will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. But this you have,
that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree of life, which is in the midst of
the Paradise of God.”

We see here an example of those who have lost their first, passionate works. They're just going through the
motions.

Peter Denies Christ 3 Times

Luke 22:31-34 - And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift yox as
wheat. But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me,
strengthen your brethren.” But he said to Him, “Lozrd, I am ready to go with You, both to prison and to
death.” Then He said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster shall not crow this day before you will deny three times
that you know Me.”

Luke 22:60-62 - But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are saying!” Immediately, while he was still
speaking, the rooster crowed. And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of
the Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So Peter went
out and wept bitterly.

Peter is Restored 3 Times

John 21:15-19 - So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, soz of Jonah, do you
love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed
My lambs.” He said to him again a second time, “Simon, soz of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him,
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” He said to him the third time,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you
love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said to him,
“Feed My sheep. Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked
where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry
_yon where you do not wish.” This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He
had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.”



3 Things We Learn From Peter
1. The Pursuit of Righteousness Jelps our endurance

2 Peter 1:5-11 - But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,
to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, yox will be neither barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble; for so an
entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

2. The Word helps onr endurance

1 Peter 1:22-2:3 - Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of
the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, having been born again, not of corruptible seed
but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, because

“All flesh is as grass,

And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass.

The grass withers,

And its flower falls away,

But the word of the LORD endures forever.”

Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you. Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and
all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that yon may grow thereby, if indeed you have tasted that
the Lord is gracious.

3. Suffering & Sanctification hejps our endurance

1 Peter 3:13-22 - And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even if you
should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled.” But
sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason
for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For # 75 better, if it is the will of
God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the
unjust, that He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, by whom
also He went and preached to the spirits in prison, who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine
longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while #be ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls,
were saved through water. There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the
filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been
made subject to Him.
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